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OPINION
WRITING LETTERS OR OP-EDS: Letters of up to 200 words may be submitted by filling out the form at
static.cincinnati.com/letter/ or emailing letters@enquirer.com. Include name, address, community and
daytime phone number. Op-eds are submitted the same way except they should be 500-600 words and
also include a one-sentence bio and head shot. Submissions may be edited for space and clarity.
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TheUnitedStates has importedmore
than$9 trillionworthof goods fromChi-
na since it joined the World Trade Or-
ganization in 2001. During that time, the
U.S. lost more than five million manu-
facturing jobs as industrial and manu-
facturing plants closed and good mid-
dle-class jobs were shipped off to China
and the rest of the world.

When President Richard Nixon visit-
ed Beijing in 1972, China was an impov-
erished country that could barely feed
its own population. Exports as a per-
centage of GDP stood at only 3.1% and
totaled a mere $3.5 billion. Life expec-
tancy at birth was only 59 years for the
average citizen. GDP per capita was an
abysmal $130, and ordinary citizens had
to rely on the Communist Party to as-
sign state-controlled housing. Themid-
dle class did not exist.

By contrast, the U.S. in 1972 was
thriving. GDP per capita stood at over
$6,000,while life expectancy reached71
years. A record 61% of Americans en-

joyed middle-class incomes, while
nearly two-thirds of Americans owned
their own home. U.S exports of $71 bil-
lion that year dwarfed China’s by more
than 20 times.

But 1972 was also the first year in its
modern history that the U.S. began run-
ning the large and persistent trade def-
icits that have diminished our middle
class, left us dangerously dependent on
imports, and eventually enabled Chi-
na’s economic and military rise.

How America lost its
industrial edge

For example, America last year pro-
duced 82 million tons of crude steel, a
mere fraction of the 980 million tons
produced by China. U.S. plants pro-
duced roughly 500,000 tons of alumi-
num, barely one percent of the 45 mil-
lion tons churned out by Chinese fac-
tories. While American assembly lines
rolled out around 10.5 million cars and
trucks last year, Chinese assembly lines
are rolling out more than 31million cars
annually, in addition to exporting a full
range of parts.

China’s rise − aided and abetted by
elites in Washington − has taken its toll
on Ohio and the U.S. The Buckeye State

has lost approximately one-in-three
manufacturing jobs since 1999, while
wage gains have persistently failed to
keep pace with productivity.

Today, not even 50% of Ohioans are
considered middle class. Life expectan-
cy at birth in Ohio has stalled at 74.5
years, an improvement of only three
years since 1972. Meanwhile, nearly
three-quarters of China’s urban popula-
tion is considered middle income, and
life expectancy now stands at 79. While
roughly two-thirds of Ohioans today
still own their own homes, that figure is
more than 90% in China.

Economic dependence
becomes a security risk

American and Chinese industrial ca-
pacity carry real national security conse-
quences. China in 2024 attracted nearly
60% of global shipbuilding orders and
fielded the world’s largest navy, operat-
ing 234 warships compared with 219 for
the U.S. Navy. China today controlsmore
than 90% of global refining capacity for
rare earths, which are critical for the pro-
ductionofmissile guidance systems, sat-
ellites, and awide range ofmilitary hard-
ware. Meanwhile, a 2024 study found
that China controls more than 90% of

penicillin active pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents used in the U.S., putting even basic
health care at risk.

Since takingpower in 2012, President
Xi Jinping has prioritized the develop-
ment of a highly independent economy
that does not have to rely heavily on im-
ports in case of conflict. China todaynot
only possesses the industrial manufac-
turing base towage a long-termwar, but
it has also invested heavily in the re-
newable and coal power generation
needed to ride out catastrophic oil sup-
ply disruptions like those happening
now in the Strait of Hormuz.

China’s success is a perfect example
of how industrial planning can deliver
economic prosperity and support na-
tional security. We need to rebuild our
middle class and regain economic self-
sufficiency. By crafting effective tariff
policies and ramping up trade and cur-
rency monitoring and enforcement, we
can roll back China’s encroachment on
the very industries that underwrite our
national security and provide Ohioans
the real shot at middle-class prosperity
they once enjoyed.

Charles Shor is the former president
and CEO of Duro Bag and founder of the
Charles L. Shor Foundation for Epilepsy
Research.
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The people want a say in whether
the U.S. goes to war with Iran

Senate Majority Leader John Thune
says he won’t schedule a vote on the No
Authorization forWar in IranActbecause
his conference lacks the appetite for it.
What’s missing from that calculation is
the will of the American public.

Congressional leaders are elected to
represent their constituents,not toshield

their colleagues from difficult votes. If
the American people want a say in
whether their country goes to war with
Iran−and theydo−Thunehasanobliga-
tion to give them one.

April Brauch, Wyoming

Long is in over her head as
Cincinnati city manager

Buried in John Mirlisena’s op-ed on

the firing of Cincinnati Police Chief Tere-
sa Theetge is one salient fact. That is, the
crux of the issue with Cincinnati’s multi-
tude of problems: City Manager Sheryl
Long.She is themost ill-prepared,aswell
as unqualified, city manager to hold the
position for which she was hired.

Mirlisena hit the nail squarely on the
head regarding the total of Long’s experi-
ence. She has a degree in marketing and
held a position locally as a communica-

tionsdirector forNorthCollegeHill. She’s
in over her head, answers to and per-
forms for her puppet master.

Mayor Aftab Pureval is the puppet
master. Every political office he’s been
elected to has merely been a placeholder
for his higher ambitions in politics.

Fortunately, he is term-limited. Fortu-
nately, the police chief fiasco may be his
Waterloo.

Barbara Beischel, Cleves

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Recently, Cincinnati City Councilman
Mark Jeffreys wrote an op-ed about the
city’s FY27 operating budget and how it
needed to be “focused on basic services.”
Hallelujah, right?

We will see. “Basic services” is not
self-defining.

Jeffreys credited COVID-19 relief
funds with “enabling the city to balance
our budget.” He then added that “those
days are over,” meaning there is no more
COVIDmoney. COVIDmoney indeed en-
abled the city to balance the budget. And
while that is the party line, the reality is
that once the city stabilized thebudget, it
used COVID relief funds to actually ex-
pand city government.

How COVID money
reshaped City Hall

COVID relief funds were distributed
through several congressional acts, in-
cluding the American Rescue Plan Act.
Stateand localgovernmentswerebenefi-
ciariesofaspecificARPAprogramknown
as the State and Local Fiscal Relief
Funds. However, there are a number of
misperceptions about the SLFRF.

The biggest misperception is that the
SLFRF justhelpedstateand local govern-
ments “keep the lights on.” Jeffreysmust
know that the SLFRF did a lot more than
that. He and the rest of City Hall spent
approximately $300 million of SLFRF
money over the course of four years.
Roughly, half of thatwasneeded to “keep
the lights on.”

Another misperception is that the
amountofSLFRFfundingreceivedbythe
city was based on careful analysis and
projections of lost revenue as a result of
the pandemic. Not at all. The federal gov-
ernment did not want to take the time to
go through that type of process. Instead,
a formula was used by the federal gov-
ernment to allocate SLFRF funds nation-
wide. That formula turned out to be very
generous to Cincinnati.

A third misperception was that the
SLFRF program provided specific guid-
ance about the allowable uses of the
SLFRF funds. Nope. That was not the
case, either. The city, very “smartly,” sub-
mitted regular reports to the federal gov-
ernment that categorized a significant
percentage of its spending as “revenue
replacement,” the program’s most nebu-
lous category.

To top it all off, the SLFRF was a “use
or lose” program. If the city did not obli-
gate fundsbya certaindate, itwould lose
those remaining funds.We all know how
reckless government spending can be-
come in the face of an impending dead-
line.

The programs that must
be reconsidered

In the end, the city did not just use
SLFRF funds to replace its own revenue
and stabilize its own budget. It did the
same, and more, for many of the non-
profit organizations inCityHall’s orbit. In
the city’s 2025 COVID Performance Re-
port to the federal government,onpage3,
City Manager Sheryl Long reported that,
“The ARPA funding allowed the City of
Cincinnati to create over 60 new pro-
grams and contractual agreements with
outside agencies assisting with the im-
plementation of these programs.”

To get back to basics, in the face of the
nearly $30million projected deficit in the
FY27 operating budget, Jeffreys and the
council will need to examine those 60
newprograms,highlightedbyLong. Ifwe
were unable to afford those programsbe-
foreCOVID-19,weprobablycannotafford
them after COVID-19.

Todd J. Zinser is a Cincinnati native
and resides in West Price Hill. He retired
as the Inspector General of the U.S. De-
partment of Commerce after 31 years of
conducting audits and investigations of
federal officials, programs and opera-
tions.He remainsa certified fraud exam-
iner. He is the founder and executive di-
rector of the Cincinnati Oversight Project
and is the host of a podcast on iHeart Ra-
dio and YouTube, “Citizen Watchdog
with Todd Zinser, which can also be
viewed at www.cincinnatiwatchdog.
com.
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