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U.S. Attorney's Office, Northern District of Ohio

CLEVELAND -Basheer Jones, 40, of Cleveland, Ohio, has been charged in a two-count information with conspiring to commit wire
fraud and honest services fraud for using his role as a public official for personal financial gain by seeking to defraud multiple
community stakeholders out of more than $200,000. He previously served as an elected Cleveland city council member
representing Ward 7.

According to court documents, from about December 2018 to June 2021, Jones allegedly misrepresented and concealed material
facts to induce nonprofit organizations to enter into a variety of arrangements that would benefit Jones and his romantic partner
co-conspirator. Under the guise of working on projects to benefit the city of Cleveland and revitalize Ward 7, Jones fraudulently
sought and obtained funds from local nonprofits while he concealed his connection to his romantic partner, through whom he
benefited from these arrangements.

Jones’s schemes were devised to deceive nonprofit entities into making payments toward projects they thought were for the
community’s benefit. Instead, the money ultimately went into bank accounts controlled by Jones’s romantic partner. Jones would
then direct her to divert those funds to herself, Jones, and to other associates who were involved.

The information alleges that Jones deceptively advised nonprofits to provide funding to move community projects forward or to
hire a purported “consultant,” with the full knowledge that the funds would flow back to himself. For example, Jones
recommended that a nonprofit hire a consultant for community outreach. Unbeknownst to the nonprofit, the “consultant” who
quickly submitted a proposal and whose business was ultimately contracted, was Jones’s co-conspirator and romantic partner.
She submitted the proposal and requested $5,000 per month at Jones’s prompting. The investigation discovered that she did not
provide the nonprofit with substantial services in exchange for payments she received.

Jones later defrauded the same nonprofit out of an additional $50,000, again through his romantic partner’s consulting business.
Jones claimed that he needed $50,000 to plan a community event, which included buying backpacks for schoolchildren, and
falsely promised that the city would reimburse the organization. Instead, after the funds were paid, no event was held, and Jones
directed his romantic partner to divide the money amongst herself, Jones, and others associated with the scheme.

Some of the projects Jones pushed included seeking community funding to rehabilitate certain distressed properties while
concealing his financial interest in them. In one instance, Jones devised a bribery scheme under which he arranged for co-
conspirators, including his romantic partner, to acquire a dilapidated property on Superior Road, and used his position as
councilperson to pass ordinances allocating city funds to buy that property from them. Jones arranged for a co-conspirator to buy
the property a minimal cost. After asking a nonprofit to purchase and rehabilitate the property, and promising city funding, Jones
sponsored an emergency ordinance to fund the nonprofit's purchase and renovation of the property. When Jones was unable to
convince the nonprofit to proceed, he arranged to transfer the property to his romantic partner’s consulting business, with the
understanding that she too would share the proceeds of the sale with him. After sponsoring another ordinance to reauthorize city
funding for the same project, Jones sought to finalize the nonprofit's purchase of the property from his partner’s entity for
$80,000. Ultimately the scheme failed when the nonprofit decided not to proceed with the purchase.

Jones and his partner did succeed in obtaining funds for the sale of a different property to another nonprofit. He misled them to
believe that he was helping them to acquire the property from the original owner. Instead, he was simultaneously arranging for his
romantic partner to acquire the property from the original owner in the name of another business entity, and then immediately to
resell it to the nonprofit. Jones and his partner arranged to purchase the property for only $1, promising to pay a $40,500 city
demolition bill. But without paying that bill or disclosing it, Jones’s partner immediately re-sold the property to the nonprofit for
$45,000.

These charges are merely allegations, and the defendant is presumed innocent and entitled to a fair trial. It will be the
government’s burden to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

If convicted, the defendant’s sentence will be determined by the Court after review of factors unique to the case, including the
defendant’s prior criminal record, if any, their role in the offense, and the characteristics of the violation. In all cases, the sentence
will not exceed the statutory maximum, and, in most cases, it will be less than the maximum.

This case was investigated by the FBI Cleveland Division, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Office of the
Inspector General, and the IRS -Criminal Investigation.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorneys Erica Barnhill and Elliot Morrison for the Northern District of Ohio.
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