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August 6, 2025 
 
The Honorable Mike DeWine, 
Governor of Ohio 
Riffe Center, 30th Floor 
77 South High Street 
Columbus, OH 43215-6117 
       RE: The Murder of Patrick Heringer 
Dear Governor DeWine, 

This is a request that your office conduct an oversight investigation of the Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation and Correction (ODRC) and the Ohio Adult Parole Authority (APA). A recent murder 
in Cincinnati has exposed fatal gaps in Ohio’s post-release control program. Such a review is 
needed to save lives and keep all Ohioans safer. 

On June 4, 2025, Patrick Heringer was murdered by a vicious knife attack during an early morning 
burglary in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood in downtown Cincinnati. Patrick was murdered in his 
home while protecting his wife from the attacker.  

Mordecai Black, the person charged with Patrick Heringer’s murder, was under post-release control 
at the time. He was a violent felon, released from prison just 6 months earlier. However, because of 
fatal gaps that continue to exist in the program, Black was under no control. He had cut off his GPS 
monitor and had been a fugitive for four months at the time of the murder. In other words, the 
responsible authorities did not know Black’s whereabouts and multiple government agencies did 
not treat Black as the violent fugitive that he was.  

According to local media reports, during those 4 months, Black violated parole on six occasions, 
was suspected of a separate burglary by the Cincinnati Police Department (CPD) and was the 
subject of a domestic violence complaint to CPD.  Presumably, APA classified Black at the 
program’s highest level of risk to public safety. Nonetheless, it was only Patrick’s murder that finally 
got the attention of APA and the CPD. That is very wrong and needs to be fixed. How many more 
Mordecai Blacks are out there?  

In the days following Patrick’s murder, ODRC and the City of Cincinnati played the blame game 
about notification practices. When you have two government agencies pointing fingers of blame at 
each other, there is a100% certainty that significant reforms are needed. This is especially the case 
when finger-pointing comes after such a fatal government failure. It is still not clear what happened 
with respect to Black’s lack of supervision and the extent of reforms required to fill the gaps in safety 
that, according to the charges against Black, ultimately resulted in Patrick Heringer’s murder. 
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The ODRC has been through scrutiny before.  In February of 2017, Reagan Tokes, an Ohio State 
University student, was kidnapped, raped, and murdered in Scioto Groves, Ohio, also at the hands 
of an individual under post-release control. “Reagan Tokes Law” was enacted in March 2019 to 
strengthen Ohio’s post-release control program.  The Governor’s Working Group on Post-Release 
Control that you established in March 2019, also recommended reforms in its 2020 report. 
However, the murder of Patrick Heringer has exposed additional, very serious gaps in the program. 

Your investigation of the lack of supervision of Mordecai Black by the ODRC, the APA and the 
Cincinnati Police Department while Black was under post-release control, and the circumstances 
surrounding Patrick’s murder, is necessary to gain an informed understanding of what needs to be 
done to further reform and strengthen Ohio’s post-release control program.  A quick policy change, 
announced by ODRC soon after Patrick’s murder, is not a sufficient response.  

Sarah Heringer, Patrick’s widow, is the other victim in this fatal government failure. Your review is 
needed to ensure that instead of finger-pointing, Ohio and Cincinnati comply with their obligations 
to the surviving victim of this heinous crime. The government has a fundamental obligation to Sarah 
Heringer to establish and report all the facts surrounding the post-release control of Mordecai 
Black, or in this case, the lack of control.  

Please consider a review of this matter. It is owed to Sarah and is necessary for the safety of the 
citizens of Hamilton County, Cincinnati, and all Ohioans.  

Sincerely,  

 

Todd J. Zinser 
4114 Jamestown St. 
Cincinnati, OH 45205 
toddzinser@yahoo.com 
 
cc: Attorney General David Yost 

State Senator Catherine Ingram (9th District) 
 State Senator Louis Blessing (8th District) 
 State Representative Dani Isaacsohn (24th District) 
 State Representative Cecil Thomas (25th District)  
 State Representative Mike Odioso (30th District)      
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