October 17,2024

The Honorable Aftab Pureval,
Mayor, City of Cincinnati
801 Plum Street, Suite 150
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
Via email: mayor.aftab@cincinnati-oh.gov

Dear Mr. Mayor,

This is to provide information indicating that City Manager Sheryl Long may have broken
one of the commitments contained in the Mayor’s Code of Conduct. Specifically,
paragraph six, which provides the following:

The Mayor and Mayoral staff shall:

6) Commit to never use city resources or personnel for political activity.

On October 1, 2024, City Manager Long made public remarks for a program sponsored by
the Charter Committee of Cincinnati. The City Manager’s topic was, “How the City Works: A
talk with City Manager Sheryl Long.” The City Manager spoke for approximately one hour. A
video of Ms. Long’s remarks is posted on YouTube. The link is provided below.

At about the 25-minute mark, after saying that the City Manager position is not political in
nature, the City Manager began speaking about the importance of voting and elections.
Until about the 28-minute mark, Ms. Long focused her remarks on the importance of
federal money to the city’s budget; the “abundance” of federal resources received, stating,
“l have never seen as much as what we’re getting currently”; and also stating that“. . . it
depends on the election either we have resources or we’re not going to have resources.”

The City Manager specifically cited the support of Congressman Greg Landsman who is a
candidate for reelection in November 2024. She also gave very strong praise to you, Mayor
Pureval, in describing a recent visit to Washington D.C. According to the City Manager,
when the mayor “walks through DC, he is like a ‘pop star,’ ‘they love him up there.” Ms. Long
is certainly communicating that the mayor has a very good relationship with “DC,” which
means the Biden administration, while knowing that the Vice-President is a Democrat
candidate for the Presidency.



Whomever is responsible for addressing this matter will need to make their own judgement
as to whether Ms. Long broke commitment (6) under the mayor’s Code of Conduct. In
doing so, those responsible for reviewing this matter should consider the following:

1. During her remarks, the City Manager continually glanced at what appeared to be
prepared remarks. If that is the case, if any other city employee participated in
preparing the City Manager’s remarks (other than strictly administrative support),
they may have also broken their commitment to the mayor’s code of conduct,

2. Ifthe City Manager did use prepared remarks, it should be determined whether the
remarks were coordinated or received the approval or concurrence of any other city
official. If so, they may have also broken their commitment.

3. Itshould also be determined whether Ms. Long recently delivered similar remarks
to other groups, in her capacity as City Manager.

According to the Mayor’s Code of Conduct, “Pursuant to Section 100-13 of the Cincinnati
Municipal Code, Council is charged with enforcement of this code by public censure of
violations, which requires a vote of majority of the members of Council.”

In summary, Ms. Long’s remarks were made within a month of the election for President
and Congress. The remarks could be construed as promoting the policies of the current
Democrat Presidential administration and noting the support of the incumbent Democrat
Congressman as well as the strong relationship between Mayor Pureval and the current
administration. The underlying message seems to be - vote to keep the status quo.

Many Cincinnatians will read the attached transcript or watch the YouTube video and
observe that Ms. Long had inserted political messaging into her remarks and that her public
delivery of those remarks constituted political activity in her capacity as City Manager.

The YouTube link is: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NekDoS1vObM&t=1657s.

This information is provided for whatever action you deem appropriate. Please let me know
if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Tl ] /) gmﬂ/\/
Todd J. Zinser

Cc: Vice-Mayor Kearney, jan-michele.kearney@cincinnati-oh.gov
City Manager Long, citymanager@cincinnati-oh.gov



