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Cincinnati's focus should be on local fiscal
responsibility, not vilifying DOGE | Opinion
Instead of vitriol, perhaps Albi and City Council should concentrate on making sure Cincinnati
can weather the storm as the federal budget contracts and different spending priorities are
established.

Todd Zinser Opinion contributor
April 17, 2025, 10:47 a.m. ET

Recently, Cincinnati City Council unanimously passed a resolution recognizing the city's
federal employees and opposing "federal policies that undermine the federal workforce
and its services." In other words, an anti-DOGE Resolution.

Other city councils − Democrat-controlled councils − have passed similar resolutions.
Unfortunately, now that someone is trying to do something about massive government
waste and our nearly $37 trillion national debt, there are partisan resolutions,
fearmongering by members of Congress in the media, civil unrest, and criminal acts
against innocent people, their property, and businesses.

More: Will we ever get DOGE checks? Elon Musk drastically lowers estimated savings goal

The increasing reports about individuals "keying" Tesla cars across the country seems
like bizarre conduct, if not deranged. Setting Tesla cars, charging stations, and
dealerships on fire with Molotov cocktails in Oregon, Colorado, and South Carolina are
being prosecuted as acts of domestic terrorism. No mention of any of that in the council’s
resolution, for example, condemning such acts.

Meanwhile, as recently reported in the Wall Street Journal (April 11, 2025), the federal
government has already spent $154 billion more since the 2025 inauguration than during
the same period last year. Those increases already amount to more waste than the waste
that the “terrible” DOGE is identifying. They involve automatic increases in mandatory
social programs and interest on the debt. Overall, federal borrowing and spending must
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be substantially reduced to protect Social Security and Medicare and avoid the country’s
bankruptcy.

Need a break? Play the USA TODAY Daily Crossword Puzzle.

Cincinnati needs to focus on its fiscal challenges

Cincinnati’s Futures Commission has sounded a similar alarm about the city’s pension
liability, which is reportedly about $824 million short of what is needed to cover city
retirees by 2045 and will crowd out the city’s general fund spending over time.

During council members' remarks supporting the resolution, only Councilwoman Anna
Albi chose to harshly criticize Elon Musk during an angry ad hominem attack. She
accused Musk of "running around and hurting people" and said that he "gets to go
around and cut people’s jobs and harm our residents and community from top to
bottom.” She added: "It kills me."

More: Cincinnati Futures Commission: Raise taxes, sell golf courses, impose trash fee

In my view, that type of angry rhetoric can incite further violence. Albi stated that she
had family members who are federal employees and are also new parents. So, her feelings
may be understandable. But her rhetoric as a public official is unacceptable. There are
larger considerations and responsibilities concerning the federal workforce. Each
department has a plan for the "Continuity of Operations," which includes identifying
essential functions and positions. Those personnel and functions are essential for the
government to continue and require ongoing review and adjustment to ensure continuity.
Let us hope it never gets to such a dire state, but the federal bureaucracy has become
dangerously bloated, and something needs to be done.

Postal Service employees were represented at the council meeting. No one wants to see
these union members laid off, but the Postal Service lost almost $10 billion in FY 2024,
which was $3 billion more than just the year earlier. A growth of nearly 50%, even with
rate increases generating additional revenue. Is that not a national problem?

Everyone hopes that Albi’s relatives and our other federal employees in Cincinnati
weather this storm. However, Albi’s vitriol was nothing but "shooting the messenger" and
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reinforcing the civil unrest in the country. Instead of vitriol, perhaps Albi and City
Council should "keep the main thing, the main thing." Namely, concentrate on making
sure the city of Cincinnati itself can weather the storm as the federal budget contracts and
different spending priorities are established. And they should do so beginning this
current budget cycle.

Todd J. Zinser is a Cincinnati native and resides in West Price Hill. He retired as the
Inspector General of the U.S. Department of Commerce after 31 years of conducting
audits and investigations of federal officials, programs, and operations. He remains a
certified fraud examiner and sits on the Board of the Charter Committee of Cincinnati.
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